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INTRODUCTION

Since the first enslaved Africans arrived in America, there has been a
dialogue about if, how and what “the Negro” should be taught. This
discussion became more important with the emancipation of approximately
3 million slaves, more than 90 percent of whom are believed to have been
illiterate. The general sentiment of Southerners about the education of
blacks is evident in The Southern Planter and Farmer, where a Virginian
named Bebbet Puryear, writing under the pseudonym “Civis,” wrote:

I oppose [education for blacks] because it is a policy that is cruelty in the extreme to the
Negro himself. It instills in his mind that he is competent to share in the higher walks of
life, prompts him to despise those menial pursuits to which his race has been doomed,
and invites him to enter into competition with the white man for those tempting prizes
that can be won only by a higher order of administrative talent than the negro has ever
developed. (Lucas p. 159)

Fast forward nearly 150 years and the education of the “Negro” is still a
public policy concern but with a greater focus on the “Negro” male. A
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focused concern about the educational attainment of African American
mgles has been a public policy issue since the late 1980s. At the time, Jewelle
Gibbs (1988), somewhat awkwardly, described the social and economic
‘s‘tatus of African American males as leading to their categorization as an

endangered species.” Gordon, Gordon, and Nembhard (1994, p. 519)
concluded from a meta-analysis of the available research that the ,following
set of reasons explain the precarious condition of black males:

(a) upgqual access to and facilities for formal education for Black males:

(b) ?suig dropout rates and declining college graduate school attendan::e
evels;

(c) the effects of cultural differences between teachers and pupils;

(d) the lack of job training or appropriate job training; ,

(e) disparities in rewards for educational achievement:

() poor-quality schooling; ‘

(8) low teacher expectations of black male academic achievement;

(h) poor academic socialization; and ,

(i) inadequate home and family support for academic learning.

They argue, “Most of the published material concerned with education
and Black ‘ males has given short shrift to statistical analysis and
documentation of the problem, perhaps assuming that its dimensions are
well known™ (p. 519). Apparently, the next generation of researchers to
explo_re the issue of education and Black males was listening.

Thts is especially evident in articles published by the Journal of Blacks in
Higher Education (JBHE), a key resource for publicly consumable statistical
reports about the status of blacks in higher education. JBHE articles
"B]zfcks Making Solid Progress in Graduate School Enrollments: Womer;
are in the Lead” and “Black Women Now Hold a Large Lead Over Black
Men in Enrollments at Most of the Nation’s Highest-Ranked Professional
_Schools” indicate the scope of the current crisis for African American males
in higher education.

In addition, scholars like, Jerlando F. L. Jackson, James L. Moore III
Lamont A. Flowers, and Lee Jones have made contributions to ou;
unders:tand ing of the crisis by documenting the status of African American
rnal.es In postsecondary education in special editions of Jjournals emphasizing
African American males and education.! For the time period 1989-1998
J ackson_{ 2003) finds a decrease in the proportion of African American male;
completing high school, coupled with an increase in college enrollments and
degrees earned at the bachelor’s, master’s, professional, and doctorate
levels. On the other hand, he finds an increase in the representation of
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African American males as professors, department chairs, and college and
university chief executive officers, but a decrease in their representation as
dean or vice president from 1988 to 1999. Ultimately, Jackson’s study
demonstrates that a large disparity persist between the status of African
American and white males in higher education.

However, does the body research on African American males and
education point toward solution or constitute a part of the problem itself?
Jackson and Moore (2006) observe that in much of the research African
American males are often described as “endangered, uneducable, dysfunc-
tional, and dangerous,” and the construction of these images may
exacerbate their inability to achieve higher levels of educational achieve-
ment. Our study seeks to contribute to a redirection of the conversation
about African American males and education by highlighting enrollment
trends and postsecondary degree attainment and the institutions that have
been successful at awarding those degrees to African American males.

ENROLLMENT

We begin by providing a history of enrollment trends. Graph 1 illustrates
the percentage change in the number of 18- to 24-year-old African American
males who were incarcerated and the percentage changes in the number of
African American males enrolled as first-time freshmen in associate’s or
bachelor’s degree programs.” Notably, in the year 2000, we find an increase
in the proportion of 18- to 24-year-old African American males incarcerated
and a decrease in the proportion enrolled in associate’s or bachelor’s degree
programs.

James Dunn (1988) claims that “immediate financial gratification” may
explain this phenomenon as the pursuit of “quick money” resulting in
incarceration, thereby reducing the number of males to enroll in college
degree programs. Following the same logic, a decrease in incarceration rates
in 2001 could explain increased enrollments in associate’s degree program at
the time. But it would not be consistent with a continued decrease in
enrollment in bachelor’s degree programs.

Arguably, Dunn’s findings of “immediate financial gratification” may
explain the choice of the associate’s degree over the bachelor’s degree. In
2002, the change in the number incarcerated continues to point toward
decline, but the enrollment in bachelor’s degrees begins to increase and
enrollment in associate’s degree programs begins to decrease. From 2002 to
2004, the percentage change in the number incarcerated and the percentage
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Graph 1. Incarceration and Degree Attainment Percentage Changes for Black
Males: 2001-2006. Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System:
Enrollment Survey, 2000-2004. Accessed via www.WebCASPAR nsf .gov. Bureau
of Justice Statistics Bulletin: Prison and Jail Inmates at Midyear 2000, 2001, 2002,
2003, 2004 Annual Reports.

change in the number enrolled in associate (bachelor’s) degree programs
display a positive (negative) relationship.

An important conclusion from Graph 1 is that at no point are the
percentage changes in first-time enrollments in both the associate’s and the
bachelor’s degree programs below the percentage changes in incarceration
rates. Graph 2 further indicates that despite the high number of 18- to 24-
year-old African American males incarcerated, more are enrolled as full-
time or part-time college students.> Graph 2 also illustrates that more 18- to
24-year-old African American males are enrolled in college than are
incarcerated.

We will briefly discuss enrollment trends of African American males
relative to other males and African American females. Graph 3 shows that
the number of African American males enrolled as first-time freshmen is at
an all-time high. This may be attributed to the decrease in the number of
African Americans enlisting in the military.*

The number of 18- to 24-year-old African American males enrolled as
first-time freshmen is greater than all other ethnic/racial minority groups and
nearly twice the enrollment of Asian males. Additionally, Graph 4 shows
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that the group has maintained its percentage share of first-time freshmen%
about 5 percent. The graphs show the widening gap between t'he number o
18- to 24-year-old African American males and females with Fespect to
enrollments and enrollment-share. What the graphs do no_t show is that the
ratio of first-time freshmen who are 18- to 24-year-old white males to 18- to
24-year-old black males has decreased from roughly 9:1 to 6:1.
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Graph 4. Percent of First-time Freshmen: 1976-2005. White Males are on the

Primary y-axis and all other Groups are on the Secondary y-axis. Source: Integrated

Postsecondary Education Data System: Enrollment Survey, 1976-2005. Accessed via
www.WebCASPAR .nsf.gov.

Finally, Table 1 presents the changes in the status of African American
males between 1986-1995 and 1996-2005. We find a 4 percent increase in the
number enrolled as first-time, full-time freshmen between the two time
periods. The nearly 60 percent decrease in the number enrolled beyond the
freshmen year may be offset by the 15-fold increase in the number of “other/
unknown” full-time undergraduate category. There is also an increase in the
number of full-time, first-time graduate students. This is potentially due to
students substituting away from graduate programs to professional
programs indicated by the near doubling of the number of first-time, full-
time professional students.

The trends are similar for the number of African American males enrolled
part-time. There is a 21 percent increase in the number enrolled as first-time,
part-time freshmen between 1986-1995 and 1996-2005. The decrease in the
number enrolled beyond the freshmen year is offset by the tripling of
the number in the “other/unknown” part-time undergraduate category. The
decrease in the number of first-time, part-time graduate students is
approximately the same as the decrease in first-time, full-time graduate
students. The number enrolled in first-time, full-time first professional
degree programs increased over 250 percent. The net changes in full-time
and part-time enrollments from 1986-1995 to 1996-2005 for African
American males is 41 percent, an increase in enrollments of 1.7 million.’
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Table 1. Changes in Enrollment for African American Males:
1986-2005.
1986-1995 1996-2005  Percentage
Change
Full-time  First-time freshmen 621,650 883,855 42
students Other lower division undergraduate 1,011,142 401,230 —-60
students
Upper division undergraduate students 576,219 253,401 —56
Other/unknown undergraduate students 106,903 1,731,711 1520
First-time graduate students 33,322 16,000 —52
Other than first-time graduate students 60,485 32,783 —46
Non—degree seeking graduate students 6,888 3,610 —48
Other/unknown graduate students N/A 131,557 N/A
First-time first-professional students 18,498 51,061 176
Other than first-time first—professional 37,410 16,248 -57
students
Subtotal 2,472,517 3,521,456 42
Part-time  First-time freshmen 210,241 254,329 21
students Other lower division undergraduate 708,171 290,406 -59
students
Upper division undergraduate students 177,336 79,465 —55
Other/unknown undergraduate students 326,989 1,320,678 304
First-time graduate students 27,847 13,035 —53
Other than first-time graduate students 91,656 43,636 —52
Non—degree seeking graduate students 39,229 16,373 —58
Other/upknown graduate students N/A 179,133 N/A
First-time first-professional students 3,246 11,432 252
Other than first-time first-professional 6,141 3,231 —47
students ;
Subtotal 1,590,856 2,211,718 39
Total 4,063,373 5,733,174 41

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System: Enrollment Survey, 1986-2005.
Accessed via www.WebCASPAR nsf.gov.

DATA AND METHODOLOGY

This study examines degree attainment of males who self-report themselves
as African American and as United States citizens or permanent residents.
The study is limited to the 1996-2006 time span to provide the most
contemporary perspective available. Our study addresses the following
research questions:

1. Which colleges and universities have had a successful record of awarding
postsecondary degrees to African American males?
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2. Which disciplines have supportive environments for educating African
American males?

3. What are the public policy implications of the effective portions of the
education pipeline for African American males?

To address these three questions, our study makes use of descriptive
analyses of data from the Integrated Postsecondary Educatiopal Data
System Completion Survey by Race accessed via WebCASPAR. We define
institutions as successful if they generate comparatively large numbers of
degree recipients. The top 20 schools are ranked separately for the science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields; the sciences and
humanities; and the professional and other disciplines.

This study has several limitations. First, limiting the analysis to citizens or
permanent residents does not control for immigration. Second, rankings
generated by controlling for institution size may be an inefficient way to
identify schools to build relationships for increasing diversity. Smaller schools
may have higher productivity ratios, but they also will have fewer graduates.
Finally, the analyses are descriptive, which restricts our ability to suggest
causation for any trends identified.

RESULTS

Table 2 provides the distribution of degrees earned by males. Of the degrees
awarded in the STEM disciplines, African American males earned 10 percent
of the associate’s degrees, 6 percent of the bachelor’s degrees, 5 percent of
the master’s degrees, 4 percent of the professional degrees, and 3 percent of
the doctorates. In general, these percentages are less than those for Asians
and white males, greater than those for Native American males, and equal
to those of Hispanic males.

The percentage of degrees earned by African American males in the social
sciences and humanities, professional and other disciplines, and medical
sciences are higher than for the STEM fields. African American males
earned 8 percent of the associate’s degrees, 7 percent of the bachelor’s
degrees, 7 percent of the master’s degrees, 10 percent of the professional
degrees, and 5 percent of the doctorates in the social sciences and
humanities. Of the degrees awarded in the professional and other disciplines,
African American males earned 10 percent of the associate’s degrees, 8
percent of the bachelor’s degrees, 7 percent of the master’s degrees, 5 percent
of the professional degrees, and 9 percent of the doctorates.

Schools Successful at Producing Black Male Graduates

Comparison of Degrees Earned by Males: 1996-2006.

Table 2.

Bachelor’s Master’s Doctorate Professional Total

Associate’s

Race

Degrees Degrees Degrees Degrees

Degrees

Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

1%
10%

19,001
280,341

1%
16%
4%
5%

72%

1,171
28,102

0.3%

280
9,298

0.5%

1,767
45,197
17,551
17,761

265,082

1%
10%

9,491
159,899

1%
6%
10%
10%
70%

6,292
37,845
67,174
70,955

477,456

Native American

Asian

11%
3%
3%

76%

12%

6%
7%

2%

7,373 184,801

2,163
2,686
62,686

5%
5%
MN%

6%
6%
73%

90,540
97,505
1,132,735

Black

197,926
2,067,652

9,019
129,693

Hispanic
White

Social sciences and humanities

1%
5%
7%
7%
75%

13,136
106,270
130,876
135,100

1,455,339

0.2%

85
2,225

0.5%

260
2,659

1%
4%
7%
6%
75%

1,485
9,943
17,318
13,540
183,657

1%
6%
7%
7%
75%

9,628
83,714
95,338

100,885
1,104,259

1%
5%
8%
12%
66%

1,678
7,729
11,652
17,015
94,003

Native American

Asian

6%
10%
3%
79%

5%
5%
4%
79%

3,481

3,087

Black

1,104
28,361

2,556
45,059

Hispanic

White

Professional and other disciplines

1%
5%
8%
7%

74%

27,701
211,378
327,027
297,099

3,165,526

1%
5%
5%
6%

77%

1,499
11,332
10,392
13,048

163,077

1%
4%
9%
4%

77%

226
1,471

1%
5%
7%
5%

2%

5,411
54,701
75,663
56,684

771,063

1%
5%
8%
7%
75%

14,697
118,560
179,014

1%
4%
10%
10%
70%

5,868
25,314
58,671
60,321

422,125

Native American

Asian

3,287

Black

1,640
29,039

165,406
1,780,222

Hispanic

White

Medical sciences

1%
16%
5%
5%
3%

1,329
31,641

1%
17%
4%
5%

72%

1,048
26,331

0.38%

9
310

1%
15%

112
2,511

1%
13%

122
2,418

2%
3%
7%
6%
82%

38

71
147
128
1,809

Native American

Asian

13%
5%
3%

78%

9,565
10,467
142,045

6,889

124

8%
7%
69%

1,429
1,229
11,930

5%
4%

77%

976
798
14,124

Black

8,232
112,325

80
1,857

Hispanic

White

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System: Completion Survey by Race, 1996-2006. Accessed via www.WebCASPAR.

nsf.gov.
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The proportion of degrees earned in the medical sciences is similar to those
for the STEM fields. However, black males earned a smaller percentage of
the degrees awarded at the associate’s degree level, 7 percent compared to 10
percent for STEM fields. African American males earned a larger percentage
of the degrees awarded at the master’s level in the medical sciences than in
the STEM fields, 8 percent compared to 5 percent. In general, the percentage
of degrees earned in the medical sciences, social sciences and humanities, and
professional and other disciplines are less than the percentages for white
males, but greater than the percentages for Asian and Native American
males and equal to the percentages for Hispanic males.

Table 3 provides a comparison of the educational attainment of
African American males relative to African American females. African
American males earned fewer degrees at all levels and fields than African
American females except at the first professional degree level in the social
sciences.® The difference is due the number of degrees earned in religion and
theology by African American males. Despite the difference in degrees
carned between African American males and females, the within-gender
distributions across degree level for STEM disciplines and the social sciences
and humanities are quite similar, falling within 2 percentage points of one
another. However, a parallel analysis for professional and other disciplines
and the medical sciences does not yield similar results.

Of the degrees earned by African American females in professional field
and other disciplines, 22 percent were at the associate’s degree level and
27 percent were at the master’s degree level. The percentage of bachelor’s
degrees earned by African American males in the professional fields
and other disciplines was 7 percentage points higher than the percentage
for African American females, 55 percent compared to 48 percent. The
distribution of degrees was similar at the first professional degree and
doctorate degrees for professional fields and other disciplines and at the
associate’s degree and doctorate degree levels for the medical sciences.
The distribution of degrees earned by African American males at the first
professional degree level is higher than the distribution of degrees earned by
African American females for the medical sciences. The distributional
percentage of first professional degrees earned by African American males is
72 percent compared to 59 percent for African American females.

An analysis by disciplines provides insight into how successful institutions
are at encouraging African American males to complete the associate’s
degree (see Table 4). Seventy-one percent of the associate’s degrees awarded
in architecture and environmental design were awarded by the top 20
schools. Similarly, 78 percent of the degrees awarded in the geosciences were
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Table 3. Comparison of Degrees Earned African — American Males and
Females.

Gender Gender Difference

Female Male

Science, technology, engineering and mathematics

Associate’s degrees 119,387 37% 67,174 36% 52,213 78%
Bachelor’s degrees 148,779 47% 90,540 49% 58,239 64%
Master’s degrees 34,907 11% 17,551 10% 17,356 99%
First professional degrees 12,972 4% 7,373 4% 5,599 76%
Doctorate degrees 2,493 1% 2,163 1% 330 15%
Subtotal 318,538 100% 184,801 100% 133,737 72%
Social sciences and humanities
Associate’s degrees 18,203 7% 11,652 9% 6,551 56%
Bachelor’s degrees 201,314 76% 95,338 73% 105,976 111%
Master’s degrees 36,581 14% 17,318 13% 19,263 111%
First professional degrees 2,980 1% 3,481 3% —501 —14%
Doctorate degrees 4,128 2% 3,087 2% 1,041 34%
Subtotal 263,206 100% 130,876 100% 132,330 101%
Professional and other disciplines
Associate’s degrees 159,377 22% 58,671 18% 100,706 172%
Bachelor’s degrees 343,424 48% 179,014 55% 164,410 92%
Master’s degrees 190,425 27% 75,663 23% 114,762 152%
First professional degrees 17,130 2% 10,392 3% 6,738 65%
Doctorate degrees 7,412 1% 3,287 1% 4,125 125%
Subtotal 717,768  100% 327,027 100% 390,741 119%
Medical sciences
Associate’s degrees 299 1% 147 2% 152 103%
Bachelor’s degrees 3,260 15% 976 10% 2,284 234%
Master’s degrees 4,811 23% 1,429 15% 3,382 237%
First professional degrees 12,515 59% 6,889 2% 5,426 82%
Doctorate degrees 258 1% 124 1% 134 108%
Subtotal 21,143 1060% 9,565 100% 11,578 121%
Total 1,320,655 652,269 668,386 102%

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System: Completion Survey by Race, 1996—
2006. Accessed via www.WebCASPAR .nsf.gov.

awarded by the Community College of the Air Force, which clearly has
developéd a niche in this discipline. The top 20 schools awarded 44 percent
of the associate’s degrees in science engineering and technology, 46 percent
of the associate’s degrees in math and computer science, and 50 percent of
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the degrees in the arts and music disciplines. Unknown institutions (24
percent) and Beulah Height Bible College (26 percent) awarded 50 percent
of the associate’s degrees awarded in religion and theology.

African American males earned fewer bachelor’s degrees than associate’s
degrees, 64,812 bachelor’s degrees compared to 68,901 associate’s degrees
(see Table 5). The difference in degrees eammed can be explained by the
difference in associate’s degrees earned in the STEM and professional and
other disciplines compared to the bachelor’s degrees earned in these
disciplines. African American males earned nearly three times as many
bachelor’s degrees as associate’s degrees in the social sciences and humanities.
However, this difference is not sufficient to offset the gap created by the
difference between the associate’s degrees earned and the bachelor’s degrees
earned in the STEM and professional and other disciplines.

Unlike the analysis for the associate’s degree, schools in the top 20 list for
the bachelor’s degree are overwhelmingly not-for-profit institutions. There
are five schools common to all disciplines groupings, four of which are
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) — Florida Agriculture
and Mechanical University, Southern Agriculture and Mechanical Uni-
versity at Baton Rouge, Morehouse College and Howard University, and
University of Maryland at College Park. The top 20 schools on the list
account for a smaller percentage of the bachelor’s degrees earned by African
American males. The top 20 schools awarded 24 percent of the bachelor’s
degrees in the STEM disciplines and 15 percent of the bachelor’s degrees in
the social sciences and humanities and professional and other disciplines.

For the STEM disciplines, 12 schools on the top 20 list are HBCUs and 7
are in the top 10 of the list. The 12 HBCUs account for 63 percent of the
degrees awarded by the top 20 schools. DeVry Institute of Technology
(Decatur) and Strayer College are the only for-profit institutions on the
STEM discipline list and both are ranked in the top 10 of the list. Georgia
Institute of Technology (Georgia Tech) is on the top 20 list primarily because
of the number of bachelor’s degrees awarded in engineering.’ This is likely
due to the dual degree arrangement with several HBCUS like Morehouse
College, Xavier University, Dillard University, Savannah State University,
North Carolina Central University, Toogaloo College, Benedict College, and
Clark Atlanta University.

The top 20 list for the social sciences and humanities has only five HBCUSs
— Morehouse College, Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University,
Howard University, North Carolina Central University, and Southern
Agricultural and Mechanical University at Baton Rouge. However, there
are 13 large public institutions on the list. Morehouse College, ranked

Schools Successful at Producing Black Male Graduates

Table 5. Bachelor’s Degrees Earned by African American Males: 1996-2006.

Science and Total

Life
Sciences

Math and

Geosciences

Engineering Physical

Academic Institution

STEM

Engineering

Computer

Sciences

Technologies

Sciences

Science, technology, engineering and mathematics

221 569 1,978

238

29

921

North Carolina Agricultural & Tech

State University
Unknown institutions

1,776
1,607

367
233

80

420

1,265

64
522

380

52

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical

University
Southern University A&M Col at

289 310 1,375

239

72

465

Baton Rouge
Prairie View A&M University

Morehouse College

1,196
1,113
1,105

323 294

357

84
462

11

484

0
284

164

130

820

DeVry Institute of Technology

(Decatur, GA)
Howard University
Strayer College

386 140 1,096
1,056

225
1,056

62

283

0
95
346

937
893

271

225
188

46
29

300

1

Tennessee State University

189

41

Alabama Agricullural and Mechanical

University
Morgan State University

891
867

115 15
407

343

301

29

431

42

69

Southern [llinois University

Carbondale '
Georgia Institute of Technology, Main

856

11

68

766

Campus
South Carolina State University

Jackson State University
Tuskegee University
CUNY City College

834
821
788
725

412
289

156
227
240
137

248
230

18
57
42
53

13
425
358

72
102

95

62

13
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Total
Disciplines

Other

or Unknown and Other
Disciplines

Home

Studies and Nonsciences Professional
Economics

Vocational

Social
Service
Profes-
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Law

cation and
ship

ment

and
Manage- Librarian-

Table 5. (Continued)
Business Communi-

Education

Architecture
and
Environ-
mental

Academic Institution
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5 TR T=2Q o = © o " “@ number 1 on the list, awarded nearly 1000 more degrees in the social sciences
SO E § § § E E E E E % § i - 55' and humanities than the number 2 school on the list, the University of
= & Maryland at College Park.
g The top 20 list for profession and other disciplines is similar to that for .the
o o oo . . § STEM disciplines. Both lists have. seven of the same HBCUs — Florida
= TRT N = 8ET | E Agricultural and Mechanical University, Morehouse College, Howard
R g University, Southern Agricultural and Mechanical University at Baton
2 Rouge, Jackson State University, North Carolina Agricultural and
3 Technological University, and Texas Southern University. HBCUs on the
o e N e T ¢° S8 g list awarded nearly 60 percent of the bachelor’s degrees in the professional
S g and other disciplines. Unknown institutions is ranked number 1 on this list,
= pumber 2 on the STEM list, and 20th on the social sciences and humanities
@ —~omo ownw — o oo “ O o f list. The University of Phpenix, number 3 on th_e lis_t, is the only for-profit
” o coeT - ¥ N institution on the professional and other discipline list.
- G The analysis of the smaller discipline groups finds that the top 20 schools
= = onre] O ove = = e == ,54% account for between 10 and 20 percent of the degrees awarded. The
- "R 7 exceptions for which the top 20 schools awarded less than 10 percent of the
oy degrees are the physical sciences, 6 percent; m.f:lth and cqmputer science, 6
d ZgeY 82°¢8 = -~ gl E percent; life sciences, 9 percent; and social service professions, 9 percent. In
- - -0 & o g fact, African American males attend a more diverse set of schools for the
- 3 bachelor’s degree compared to any other degree level. F
L R o = wowo | E At the graduate degree level, there are important findings. First, Howard
® ZFEEE W=2S0 e ¥8 =za7|Q University is the only institution on the top 20 lists for all graduate degree
h h B =& g levels and the medical sciences. Second, the increase in the percentage of
% degrees awarded by top 20 institutions suggests thajc African Am§rican
8 T8&h LR 8 a7 o@=| s males are earning degrees from schools that have established a reputation of
B o graduating African American males.
3 Table 6 provides the analysis of master’s degrees earned by African
= § American males. Howard University is the only 1n§t1mt10n on all top 20
2|1 °&L° °°°c S °° g2 3 master’s list and is ranked in the top 10 on these lists. The top 20 school
a & 2 awarded 20 percent of the master’s degrees in the STEM disciplines, 25
E percent of the master’s degrees awarded in the social sciences and humani.ties,
£ 2 g 3 § and 17 percent of the master’s degrees in the professional apd other disciplines.
Z 5 § § § § s ™ 450, z There are four HBCUs on th_e master’s degree list f‘or the_ STEM
. § 73 5 o S o i 5 @ = Ty E 5 é % disciplines - No%‘th Carolina Agrlf:ultural and Technolgglcal I.vaefrsny,
i %5 % § 22 § % %: g3 ﬁ £ g 8 Sg| ® Howard University, Soythem Agl'{cultgral and Mechamca‘l University at
B ‘g% §R g 2 f 8 JE2pE2A S 8§33 %ﬂ Baton Rouge, and Bowie State University. Strayer College is the onl)_! for-
ERE §%§ s38s8¢ 52888 2§ g3 3| 2 profit institution on the list and there are no Ivy League sc:hools listed.
g E £ 3 E § S 3 ; E ; E" § {‘f’ § ‘E) = § iG] § § = African American males earned nearly half as many master’s degrees as
EEd | &% bachelor’s degrees in the STEM disciplines. Seven of the top 20 schools are



101

Schools Successful at Producing Black Male Graduates

RHONDA VONSHAY SHARPE AND WILLIAM A. DARITY

100

9z S €1 i 01 L7 P sjooyas g doy _ommﬁoo.ﬂom
81E°LY 6L6°T 6181 yLE'T 47! £06°8 601°t sjooyos [fe ”th
£8v'y L8T vET 951 £l ST 8vE‘l s[ooyps o doj :TeloL
L1 0 0 L 0 36 71 sndwe)) uk[yooig AJsIsAtun pue[s] Suog
811 € 0 £ 0 (43 09 b_mmeD mcﬁﬂom mﬁwﬁm
ogeo1y)) Jo AJNSILAT
811 ¥ 6 6 0 96 0 L SR
948 127 [4 4! 0 LL 0 MaN Jo A31D aY} UT KJISISATUN) BIQWIN[OD
0¢l 0 0 0 0 801 [44 sopsnf Teurwx) a8s(10D Aef uyor ANNOD
EEl 0 0 0 0 49 8L p \Em.ﬁom >_MDSH“MMMM
JISIOATU) UBTTYOL
6tl [4 0 £ 0 €€l 1 ity
bl 0 0 7 0 76 Lb zonunog e AISIOAIUN) 91el§ BIUIOJIED)
bl 0z 0 8 v P11 1 AJISIOATU) UBOLIOWY
afnoy
st 0 0 0 0 op] 6 uoreq 1¢ (00 APV ANSIOATU() UISYINOS
Sl ¢ 0 © 0 q11 71 AYISIOATU[) UISYINOG SBXSL,
ol 1 75 ¢ 0 LTl z £)1s10A1UN) PIRATRH
681 [44 0 61 6 811 4 aBoq10p ukpooig ANND
00¢ € §T Pe 0 65 62 £)sIoATU() PIBMOY
LOT I 0 [4 0 4 851 ANSIOATU) NPV MSIA sHTeld
617 €1 991 0 0 L ¢ SUOTINIIISUT UMOUNU)
8€T stl 0 4 0 €8 b AysIoatu) YIOX MON
c9¢ ¢ 0 9 0 96¢ 0 sndwe) ULWION ‘BWOYRYQ JO AISISAIUN)
€78 1 0 0 0 24 701 snduie)) eIy ‘KysIoarur) s1els Koij,
L68 [4 0 0 0 8¢l LSL Ayis1oATur) 19189 M
SO IUBINY PUB SIOUSIOS [BI00F
SEOUSIOS
sanjIuBRWINE] £Fojooy L, Y10 10
pue 8oU9g  OISNA pue Lreundiosip  S90USDS
[e100§ [€}0], pue s)Iy  UOIBISY  senjuewmy -19)u] [e100g £3o10oyoAsg uonNINSUJ SNIIPLOY
0T It 4 §T 01 el |14 sjooyas oz doy :afejueorsq
¥88°1C 661°T 0£€‘9 9L19 L6 TIL 0LE’S S]OOTas [[e [[el0
3337 [4%4 606 Prs°I 01 16 LI€T sjooyos (g doj :[ej0],
9¢l 0 91 ¥S 0 € £9 AJIs10ATU() UOSBIA 981000
LET 1 9 9C1 0 0 0 sndwre) 10X MON AJISIQATUN) 908]
941 bl 4 0 0 0 0 J91U)) [BIIPSIAl BYSBIQIN JO AJISISATUN)
14! 0 [4 Il 0 0 0 RIsI0ATUN 91R)S aImog
98noy uoreg
6v1 Ly (34 94 0 9 8 18 (0D NPV ANSIOATU[) UISUINOS
ovl T TL S I 4 St A11SI0ATU[) [RUOTIBUISIUT BPLIO[]
0s1 61 0oy € I [4 8 BPLIO[ JO AJISI0AIUN)
Is1 0 8 (44 0 14 LT1 yied 989]]00) 18 purAIeIA Jo ANSIoATUN
39! 0 9 LT I 9 ST1 989110 LD ANND
0L1 I 8 14 0 (4 911 AZotourpoe], symynsu KasIof MaN
181 I 88 8T S [4! Ly A1ISIOATUN) PIEMO]
661 0 061 S 0 0 12 AIsIoATI) UBSIYOIIAL [RIIUSD
01t 4 89 €1 0 11 911 101y uuy e UBSIYOIA Jo AJISIsAIUN)
' a8a110D
L1T 0 LT 061 0 0 0 K1s10ATU) PUPIATRIAL JO AJISIBATUN)
LYT 6S S £81 0 0 0 a89y100) 1ekeng
snduren)
992 0 8 (44 4 L1 LT urejq ‘A3o[ouyas, Jo eyninsuy e131090
SLT I 08 9¢ 0 14 el Ansieamun) uojBumysepy s81090
¥9¢ 14 09 091 0 4! 68 Ayszeatun) suydoy sugof
AIs1oAltp) [ed180[0uyoa],
13 Il 8C 08 0 01 ¢Sl PUE [BIN[NOMBY BUI[OIE]) IION
00¢ 9 [42! 9¢ce 0 0 9 SUONMINSUT UMOUNU)
sopeweylew pue Jundsuidus ‘£Sojouyse) ‘9ousog
serforouyoe], SOOUSIOS
1e10], Suneourfuyg SAOUSOS 1ndwo) SOUSIOG
WALS PUE S0USOS T pue yiey S20USS0s)  [eosAyq  Supreouidug UONNINSU] OTWAPEIY

‘90079661 ‘SO[BJA UBDISWIY UBOLI]Y %ﬁ_ paureq mOOHMOQ SI9ISBIN ‘9 v



103

Schools Successful at Producing Black Male Graduates

RHONDA VONSHAY SHARPE AND WILLIAM A. DARITY

102

*A08

PNV ASVOOM MMM BIA PISS00Y "9007-9661 008y £q Aeaing uonedwio)) :weiskg 1B UOHEINPH KIepuoossisod pareideiuy (20/nog

81 Ll el 4} 4! 111 81 81 4! sjooyos (g do} :afejusoisg
TLT89 298°1 0681 080°y §9¢ 809‘1 8¥C0¢ LLI'LT 8 S[O0Y2s [[e [ej0L
T10°T1 17¢ 6¢£C 108 LL PSl 786°S L10°S 171 sjooyos g doy :[ejoL,
£s10ATUN
ey I L 0 €e 9 97T ovl 0 uoldulysesy 281080
81y 6 16 Ll 0 14 0 L6T 0 fysaeatup) 99e1§ 088oIUD
(vo
‘Inyena(y) ASorouyds],
137 0 0 0 0 0 9tk 0 0 Jo ommynsul AIASQT
6€y 0 S 0 0 0 (44| 413 0 a8a[[0D Ao
ISt 0 S £ 0 £ [:14 ¢Sl 0 fyisieatuq) Sjels I108D
65t Sl 0 0 0 0 06¢ 0¢l ¥ Aysxoamun) presteq
19t 9T 6 68 6 j:14 SLT 811 L AysIoatun) NIOX MON
eLy € 81 79 0 134 Y44 [4A\ 0 AysaeAtuf) IUR[YY IB[D
1757 0 0 0 0 0 (197 ST 0 a8a110D 10heng
£)ISIATU() TBOTUBYISIA]
PIS 0 0 61 0 L £9C €0T 0T pue [eInynoudy eplofd
€Ts 1 1 $0C 0T ST LS1 148! 1 AJISISATU[) PIEMOH
LTS 0 4! I 0 0 9L1 9te 0 AJSIDATUN) TRUOTIBN
972Y 944 81 G 0 I 0 69T 0 SUOTINIYSUT UMOUNU)
§09 ¥ 9 16 4! LE 691 6LT L A1SI9ATU() 8181S SUARAL
K)ISIOATU)
09 0 0 ¢l 0 0 £ve (123 0 38O [BUONEN
A)ISISATUN
9 0 23 0 0 0 6y 681 4 NPV MITA Sleld
eI 0 0 0 0 0 LTl 98¢ 0 o8a[j0D a8pLIquE)
98]0 ANSISAIUN
816 0 0 0 0 0 Clé 9 0 ‘puElAIBIAl JO ANSISATUN)
LyIs10ATU)
6101 0 L 0 £ 0 %34 909 0 uls)sesyinog eAON
sndwe)) urep
Seel L 74 0 0 0 Se8 68% 0 ‘Asiaatup) 9jels Ao,
saurdiostp 19y3o pue [BUOISSJOI]
sourdosy@  aurdrosiq fojatilelilents | SUOIS diys jusw ugse@
oY) 10 umouun) 1o awoH -sajord -ueleIqr] oFeury eruewr
[BUOISSAJOIJ SeOUSIOSUON  PUB S3IpNI§  SOIAILS pue uorjes  pue uoJIAUY pue
[eloL =210 [BUOT}BOO A [eos MET  -IUNWWIOD) SSOUIShg — UOHBONPH  AINIOSIYIIY uonNINSU] OIWSPEOY

(panuiruo))

9 2)qvl



104 RHONDA VONSHAY SHARPE AND WILLIAM A. DARITY

located in the northern Virginia—-DC-Maryland metropolitan area and
accounted for one-third of the degrees awarded by top 20 schools.

The social sciences and humanities top 20 list for master’s degrees does not
reveal the same geographic concentration. Instead, we find that for
psychology, the social sciences, and arts and music, a small number of
schools awarded the majority of the master’s degrees. For psychology,
Webster University awarded nearly 25 percent of the master’s degrees earned
by African American males. Webster University, Troy State University, and
Prairie View Agricultural and Mechanical University awarded one-third of
the master’s degrees earned by African American males in psychology.
Nearly 10 percent of the master’s degrees earned in the social science by
African American males were awarded by Troy State University and the
University of Oklahoma Norman Campus. New York University awarded 6
percent of the master’s degrees awarded in religion and theology.
Additionally, there are four HBCUs on the list — Prairie View Agricultural
and Mechanical University, Howard University, Texas Southern University,
and Southern Agricultural and Mechanical University at Baton Rouge; two
Ivy League schools — Harvard University and Columbia University; and one
for-profit institution — National University.

The list for professional and other disciplines at the master’s degree level
has four for-profit institutions — National Louise University, National
University, Strayer College, and DeVry Institute of Technology; four
HBCUs — Prairie View Agricultural and Mechanical University, Howard
University, Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, and Clark
Atlanta University; and one Ivy League school — Harvard University.

There are no for-profit institutions in the top 20 list for the doctorate
degrees (see Table 7). Howard University and Michigan State University are
the only two institutions common to all three lists. We also find that the
schools in the top 20 lists account for an increasing share of the degrees
awarded. The top 20 schools account for 34 percent of doctorate degrees
awarded to African American males in STEM disciplines, 39 percent in the
social sciences and humanities disciplines, and 38 percent in the professional
and other disciplines.

The number of doctorates earned by African American males in the
STEM disciplines is less than the number of doctorates eamed in the social
sciences and humanities or professional and other disciplines. Of the STEM
disciplines groupings, life sciences is the disciplines grouping with the most
number of doctorates earned by African American males, 930. There are
four HBCUs on this list — Howard University, Alabama Agricultural and
Mechanical University, Meharry University, and Florida Agricultural and

Schools Successful at Producing Black Male Graduates

Table 7. Doctorate Degrees Earned by African American Males: 1996-2006.

Science and STEM

Life
Sciences

Math and

Geosciences

Engineering Physical

Academic Institution

Total

Engineering

Computer
Sciences

Sciences

Technologies

Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

76

36

17
13

15
51

Howard University

76

Georgia Institute of Technology, Main

Campus
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor

University of Florida

62
39
38
37
35
34
34
33
33

27

14

18

20

10
19
22

11

Stanford University

University of Maryland at College Park

Michigan State University

18

15
23

Pennsylvania State U, Main Campus

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
University of California Berkeley

21

14

10

North Carolina State University at

Raleigh
Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical

31

16

15

University
CUNY Graduate School and

29

11

University Center
Meharry Medical College

29

29

27

16

University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill
University of Alabama at Birmingham

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical

27

19
20

26

University
Harvard University

25

21

105

25

11

Purdue University, Main Campus

Johns Hopkins University

25

11
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Mechanical University, and one Ivy League school — Harvard University.
Georgia Tech awarded as many doctorates as Howard University (i.e., 76),
but about 70 percent of these degrees were in engineering, whereas the
doctorates awarded by Howard University were more evenly distributed
across the STEM disciplines. Georgia Tech and Howard University also
awarded the same number of doctorates in math and computer science,
eight. The top 20 schools on the doctorates list for the STEM disciplines
account for a higher percentage of degrees awarded than did the top 20
schools in the STEM disciplines at the bachelor’s or master’s degree levels.

There are three schools — Howard University, Georgia Tech, and the

University of Maryland at College Park — that are on the top 20 list for
STEM disciplines at the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctorate levels. Each
school seems to have developed a niche in the STEM disciplines. Georgia
Tech has a strong niche in engineering across degree levels. The University
of Maryland at College Park has developed a strong niche in engineering,
mathematics and computer science, and the life sciences at the bachelor’s
and master’s degree levels and in engineering at the doctorate level. Howard
has developed a niche in the life sciences, as well as in all other STEM
disciplines except the geosciences. The presence of the same schools across
degrees levels for the STEM disciplines suggests that African American
males at the master’s and doctorate degree levels may serve as role models
for African American males at the bachelor’s degree level. It also suggests
that these institutions have developed encouraging and supportive commu-
nities for African American males at the various degree levels.

For the social sciences and humanities and professional and other
disciplines, the only school present across the bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctorate degree levels is Howard University. This suggests two things.
First, African American males in these disciplines may not require “role
models” in order to pursue the doctorate. Second, institutions on these lists
have yet to develop strategies to extend their success across degrees levels.
Also, being located in metropolitan area with large populations of African
American is surely a plus.

Over half of the doctorate degrees earned in the social sciences and
humanities were earned in religion and theology, 613 degrees. Nearly half of
the religion and theology degrees were awarded by United Theological
Seminary (Dayton, OH). For professional and other disciplines, the
concentration of degrees is more pronounced. Seventy-five percent of all
the doctorates earned in the professional and other disciplines were in
education. Nova Southeastern University awarded nearly 25 percent of the
education doctorates and nearly 50 percent of the doctorates in vocational

Total
40
39
39
38
17
36
36
35
1,257
3,289
38

Other
Studies and Nonsciences Professional
or Other

Disciplines

2
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
97

or Unknown
Discipline
160
61

Home
Economic
49
77
64

Vocational
1996-2006. Accessed via www. WebCASPA R.nsf.

Social
Service
Profes-

sions

21
86
24

Law
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
0

cation and
ship
45

Manage- Librarian-

and
55

Table 7. (Continued)
210
382

Business Communi-

ment

30
31
27
38
37
31
36
20
837
2471
34

and
25

Environ-

Architecture Education
mental
Design

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
24

Morgan State University
University of Georgia
Tennessee State

University of Illinois at
University

Clark Atlanta University
Urbana Champaign
South Carolina State

George Washington
University

University
Michigan State
University

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System: Completion Survey by Race,

Percentage: top 20 schools
gov.

Total: top 20 schools

Academic Institution
Total: all schools
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studies and home economics. Union Institute and University is ranked third
on the list due to the number of degrees awarded in other nonsciences or
unknown disciplines, 46 percent. Additionally, the top 20 schools for
vocational studies and home economics and other nonsciences or unknown
disciplines have the highest share of the degrees awarded, 64 percent and 61
percent, respectively. -

The top 20 schools for professional degrees are presented in Table 8.
There are five HBCUs on the list — Howard University, Virginia Union
University, Texas Southern University, North Carolina Central University,

Table 8. Professional Degrees Earned by African American Males:

1996-2006.
Academic Institution Religion Law Other Total
and Nonsciences Professional
Theology or Unknown Degrees
Disciplines
Howard University 231 442 0 673
Unknown Institutions 165 363 17 545
Interdenominational Theological Center 407 0 0 407
Virginia Union University 378 0 0 378
Texas Southern University 0 345 0 345
Harvard University 35 200 0 235
Georgetown University 0 221 0 221
Andrews University 182 0 0 182
George Washington University 0 173 0 173
Thomas M Cooley Law School 0 167 0 167
Emory Uuniversity 92 61 0 153
Columbia University in the City of 0 152 0 152
New York
North Carolina Central University 0 151 0 151
University of Florida 0 151 0 151
University of Baltimore 0 150 0 150
Fordham University 0 143 0 143
University of Miami 0 142 0 142
Duke University 69 69 0 138
Southern University A&M Col at 0 131 0 131
Baton Rouge

University of Maryland at Baltimore 0 119 0 119
Total: top 20 schools 1,559 3,180 17 4.756
Total: all schools 3,481 10,392 51 13,924
Percentage: top 20 schools 45 31 33 34

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System: Completion Survey by Race, 1996—
2006. Accessed via www.WebCASPAR .nsf.gov.
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Table 9. Medical Sciences Degrees Earned by African American Males:

1996-2006.
Associate’s Degree Bachelor’s Degree
Community College of the Air Force 33 Long Island University 65
Brooklyn Campus
Wake Technical Community College 13 Dillard University 43
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 8 University of Arkansas at Little 38
College Rock
University of the District of Columbia 8 Rutgers the State University of 37
New Jersey, New Brunswick
Texas State Tech College, All 7 University of Illinois at 37
Campuses Urbana-Champaign
East Central Community College 6 North Carolina Agricultural & 36
Tech State University
Santa Rosa Junior College 6 Texas Southern University 32
Hinds Community College 5 St John’s University (Jamaica, 29
NY)
St Philips College 5 Georgia Southern University 27
.Unknown Institutions 4 Massachusetts College of 23
Pharmacy and Allied Health
Sciences
Grand Rapids Community College 4 University of Southern 20
Mississippi
Butler County Community College (El 3 Howard University 19
Dorado, KS)
Holmes Community College 3 Temple University 19
Keiser College of Technology 3 CUNY Hunter College 18
Milwaukee Area Techmnical College 3 East Carolina University 17
Clarendon College 2 Florida Agricultural and 17
Mechanical University
Copiah-Lincoln Junior College 2 Ohio State University, Main 17
Campus
Meridian Community College 2 University of Mississippi, Main 16
Campus
Northwest Mississippi Community 2 Benedict College 15
College
Pasadena City College 2 St Louis College of Pharmacy 14
Rose State College 2 Total: top 20 schools 539
Total: top 20 schools 123 Total: all schools 976
Total: all schools 147 Percentage: top 20 schools 55
Percentage: top 20 schools 84
Master’s Degree Professional Degree
Tulane University 78 Howard University 509
Emory University 64 Meharry Medical College 373
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Table 9. (Continued)

Master’s Degree

Professional Degree

Columbia University in the 63 Texas Southern University 216
City of New York
Meharry Medical College 59 Florida Agricultural and 163
Mechanical University
George Washington 53 Temple University 163
University
Harvard University 46 University of Medicine and 159
Dentistry of New Jersey
University of Alabama at 45 Xavier University of 159
Birmingham Louisiana
University of Illinois at 4?2 University of Illinois at 137
Chicago Chicago
University of South Florida 35 University of Maryland at 127
Baltimore
University of California- 30 Tuskegee University 118
Los Angeles
Florida International 29 University of Michigan at 109
University Ann Arbor
University of North 27 University of North 100
Carolina at Chapel Hill Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of Michigan at 26 Morehouse College of 89
Ann Arbor Medicine
University of South 26 Harvard University 85
Carolina at Columbia
CUNY Hunter College 25 University of Florida 76
University of California- 23 Medical University of 72
Berkeley South Carolina
Yale University 23 Wayne State University 72
Johns Hopkins University 22 Ohio State University, 71
Main Campus
CUNY Brooklyn College 21 Nova Southeastern 70
University
Florida Agricultural and 21 University of Alabama at 70
Mechanical University Birmingham
Morehouse College of 21 Total: top 20 schools 2,938
Medicine
Loma Linda University 20 Total: all schools 6,889
University of Pittsburgh 20 Percentage: top 20 schools 43
Main Campus
Total: top 20 schools 677
Total: all schools 1,429
Percentage: top 20 schools 47
Doctorate Degree
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University 13
Universitv of Michigan at Ann Arbor 8

e~
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Table 9. (Continued)

Doctorate Degree

University of South Carolina at Columbia

Harvard University

University of Georgia

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Johns Hopkins University

Loma Linda University

University of Alabama at Birmingham

University of Maryland at Baltimore

University of Pittsburgh Main Campus

University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
Columbia University in the City of New York

North Carolina State University at Raleigh

Purdue University, Main Campus

University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

Ohio State University, Main Campus

South College (Savannah, GA)

Temple University

Tulape University

Total: top 20 schools

Total: all schools 124
Percentage: top 20 schools 73

MMM NNWWWWAEDLRMERAMDRDR,ANDN

D
<

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System: Completion Survey by Race, 1996
2006. Accessed via www.WebCASPAR .nsf.gov.

and Southern Agricultural and Mechanical University at Baton Rouge.
Howard University is the only HBCU on the list that awards professional
degrees in both religion and theology and law. The HBCUs on the list
account for nearly one-third of all the degrees awarded in religion and law.

We analyzed degrees awarded in the medical sciences separately. There
are several findings of interests. First, across degree levels the top 20 schools
account for more than 40 percent of the degrees awarded. Second, there is at
least one HBCU on each list, but only Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
University is on all bachelor’s, master’s, professional, and doctorate lists.
Finally, the majority of the medical science degrees awarded was at the
professional degree level.

Since the medical sciences are a very broad grouping, we examine more
closely the fields in which African American males were earning degrees. At
the associate’s degree level, 27 percent of the associate’s degrees were
awarded in premedical studies. Thirty-nine percent of the bachelor’s degrees
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and 25 percent of the doctorate degrees were awarded in pharmacy. Public
health is overwhelmingly the top field at the master’s degree level, 57
percent. At the professional degree level, 57 percent of the degrees awarded
were in medicine (M.D.), 10 percent were in dental surgery (D.D.S.), and 5
percent were in osteopathic medicine (D.O.) (see Table 9).

CONCLUSION

There are several notable findings from our study. First, from 2000 to 2004,
the number of 18- to 24-year-old African American males enrolled part-time
or full-time in college exceeds the number of 18- to 24-year-old African
American males incarcerated. Second, for nearly 30 years African American
males have maintained a 5 percent share of first-time freshmen. Although
the gap has widen in the enrollment-share between Afnican American males
and females over the past 30 years, the ratio of 18- to 24-year-old first-time
freshmen who are African American males to those that are white decreased
from 9:1 to 6:1 over the same time period. Finally, we find a 42 percent
increase in the number of African American males enrolled as first-time
freshmen and a 15.20 percent increase, from 106,903 to 1,731,711, in the
number of African American males enrolled full-time as other/unknown
undergraduate students between 19861995 and 1996-2005.

Policy recommendations based on the findings in this paper are limited.
Ideally, we would like to recommend a set of best practices that lead to an
increase in degree attainment for African American males. Instead, we will
recommend a set of institutions for future scholars to examine to generate
best practices for increasing degree attainment for African American males.
At the associate’s degree level, scholars should focus on the City Colleges of
Chicago, all campuses, and the City University of New York Community
College system appears on the STEM, social sciences and humanities, and
professional and other disciplines lists. At the bachelor’s and graduate
degree levels, we recommend that scholars should examine historically black
colleges and universities — the City University of New York system and the
University of Maryland at College Park.

NOTES

1. See for examples Moore and Herndon (2003) and Jackson and Moore (2006),
both are special issues focused on African American male and education.
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2. Of the African American males that were full-time students in 2000, 85 percent
were between the ages of 18 and 24 years. (Contact authors for table.)

) 3. Note that about 20 percent of the full-time students and 55 percent of the part-
time students are older than 24. After adjusting for these percentages, the number
f)f African American males enrolled full-time is still greater than the number
incarcerated, but the number enrolled part-time is not.

4. See Williams and Baron (2007).

5. This number includes students shifting between categories. An analysis of only
“ﬁr§t;1'Lhne” enrollments shows an increase of 314,908 students between the time
periods.

6. First professional degree is defined as law (LL.B., J.D.), divinity/ministry (BD,
MDiv.), Rabbinical studies, chiropractic (DC), dentistry (DDS, DMD), medicine
(MD), optometry (OD) osteopathic medicine/osteopathy (DO), pharmacy (PharmD
[USA] PharmD, BS/BPharm [Canada]), podiatric medicine/podiatry (DPM),
veterinary medicine (DVM), or naturopathic medicine/naturopathy (ND).

7. GA Tech is ranked number 2 for engineering, second to North Carolina A&T
University.
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